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DETAILED ACTION 

Status 

Claims 48-56 are pending 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 48-56 are allowed over the prior art record. 

1. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

2. The closest prior art of record Ito et al. (US Patent 6,039,250) teaches an electronic money 
spending system. Http://personal. fidelity .com/products/checking/content/eft.shtml teaches a 
methos for electronic funds transfer. Kawakami (JP 02002 140645A) teaches a system for 
managing electronic settlement 

What they fail to teach or suggest: 

A. A computer implemented method of transferring funds from one online account to 
another, the method comprising the steps of: receiving a transfer request from a first user, the 
transfer request including an amount of funds for transfer from a first online account associated 
with the first user and identification information for a recipient of the funds, the identification 
information including an electronic message address for the recipient; automatically sending an 
electronic message to the recipient using the electronic message address, the electronic message 
indicating that funds are ready for transfer to the recipient; receiving a response from the 
recipient accepting or rejecting the transfer of funds; transferring said amount of funds from the 
first account to a second account associated with the recipient if the response indicates 
acceptance; receiving credit card account information from the recipient; establishing a 
connection with a server associated with the credit card account; and transferring funds from the 
second online account to the credit card account in response to a withdrawal request received 
from the recipient; and providing the first user with an option of two of more affiliate banks for 
conducting settlement of the fund transfer from the first online account o the second online 
account. 

These distinct features renders claim 48 allowable. 

Claims 49-56 are dependant on claim 48 and are allowable for at least the same reasons. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or concerning 
this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to John 
Winter whose telephone number is (571) 272-6713. The Examiner can normally be reached on 
Monday-Friday, 9:30am-5:00pm. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the Examiner's supervisor, James Trammell can be reached at (571) 272-6712. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://portal.uspto. gov/external/portal/pair . Should you have questions on access to 
the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300 [Official communications; including After Final communications labeled 
"Box AF"] 

Hand delivered responses 
Dulany St. Alexandria, VA. 



JMW 

October 2, 2005 




